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now before us as a step, and a most necessary step too, for introducing arbitrary power into this kingdom : it is a step so necessary, that if ever any future ambitious King, or guilty Minister, should form to himself so wicked a design, he will have reason to thank us, for having done so much of the work to his hand; but such thanks, or thanks from such a man, I am convinced, every one of your Lordships would blush to receive, and scorn to deserve.
FIEST SPEECH ON THE GIN  ACT.
FEBETJAET 21,1743. MY LOEDS,
THE Bill now under our consideration appears to me to deserve a much closer regard than seems to have been paid to it in the other House, through which it was hurried with the utmost precipitation, and where it passed almost without the formality of a debate; nor can I think that earnestness, with which some Lords seem inclined to press it forward here, consistent with the importance of the consequences which may with great reason be expected from it.
It has been urged, that where so great a number have formed expectations of a national benefit from any Bill, so much deference, at least, is due to their judgment, as that the Bill should be considered in a Committee. This, my Lords, I admit to be in other cases a just and reasonable demand; and will readily allow that the proposal not only of a considerable number, but even of any single Lord, ought to be fully examined, and regularly debated, according to the